
  

ADVENT SERIES 2021 
 

LOVE 
 

‘GENEROUS LOVE’ 



 
Opening Prayer 
Lord, in this advent season, as we consider together the arrival of the coming King, will you 
ready our hearts with the peace that comes from the good news. Let us experience the 
extravagant love you have for us and be generous in our love towards others.  
 
Re-cap question 
As we prepare for Christmas, how can we ready our hearts for Jesus to move afresh in and 
through our lives?  
 
Opening question 2 
In what ways can the love of Christ shape and renew us this advent season? 
 
Looking to Matthew chapter 2 for some insights (Chapter 2 v 1-12) 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men[a] from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose[b] and have come to worship him.” 3 When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they 
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 
 
• Take a minute to reflect on what’s standing out to you from within the text?  

 
• Are there any words or phrases that seem new, where the Spirit is giving emphasis?  



Matt 2:11 

Key verse 1: “…and they fell down and worshiped him… …(then) opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

 
 
Expression 1 ‘Discovery’ | where is he, for we saw his star… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expression 2 ‘Joyful surrender’ | they rejoiced exceedingly… …fell down and worshiped 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expression 3 ’Generous love’ | Opening their treasures, they offered him gifts 
 
  



Closing question 1 
As you continue to ready your heart for God’s work in your life, which expression of loving 
worship stirs in you?  
 
 
 
 
Closing question 2 
What would it look like for you to open your ‘treasures’ and give as a act of loving worship? 
 
 
 
 
Key principle 
Love is worship, and the truest expression of our love is generosity. 
 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave…” John 3:16 
 
 
 
 
Closing prayer 
God of extravagant love, will you fill our hearts anew with your love. Let it overflow in our 
lives in greater and greater measure towards others. Amen  
 
 
 
Ministry 
 
• Where is Jesus inviting you to be curious about Him again, to step into a mode of loving 

discovery, to respond to His creative signs of love in your life 
• Where have you settled, stopped short or become disillusioned, invite the Spirit to stir 

you and wake you up into a pursuit of His presence again 
• Where have you allowed a religiosity to quench the extravagant expressions of love in 

your life towards Christ, choose an extravagant act to do 
• In what ways could you grow in the joy and freedom of generosity towards God and 

others.  
 


